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on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Newport  (Salop)  for  the  year  19 

Despite  the  cessation  of  hostilities  no  change  has  been  made  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  so  this  Report  is  produced  again  in  an  abbreviated 
interim  form. 

Infectious  cases  wore  limited  in  variety,  being  chiefly  accounted 
lor  by  the  common  zymotic  complaints,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  There 
was  some  rise  in  the  former  but  no  approach  to  epidemic  conditions  was 
experienced.  One  D^ath  was  accounted  to  this  infection.  Whooping  Cough 
almost  doubled  its  total  but  was  divided  between  the  first  and  last 
quarters  of  the  year.  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  limited  and  gave  riso  to 
no  difficulty.  There  was  a  complete  absence  of  Diphtheria,  no  cases 
being  notified. 

The  totals  in  the  Tuberculosis  Register  were  lower  than  in  recent 
yec. ra°9  the  major  portion  of  this  total  is  accounted  for  by  Non-Pulmonary 
Cases.  Two  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  reported  and  the 
resultant  Death  Rate  shows  a  considerable  rise  on  that  oi  the  Country. 
Vital  statistics  show  that  the  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  although  it  continues 
higher  than  the  average  generally  prevailing.  Again  no  deaths  were 
reported  in  Infants  under  one  year  or  from  Maternal  Causes.  The  General 
Death  Rate  corresponds  closely  with  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  are  dealt  with  in  the  relevant 
sections  of  this  Report.  Interest  is  directed  to  the  plans  for  Housing 
and  to  the  Main  Services  to  these.  The  needs  of  all  are  known  and  it  now 
remains  to  press  on  and  to  satisfy  them. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes  this  opportunity  of  thanking  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  collaboration  in  the  work  of  the  Department 
during  the  year. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COHPITIOITS  ■ 
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SECTION  A. 

.area  (in  acres) 

Bstiomted  population  (mid  r  1945).., 

Number  of  Inhabited  Ho  us  as  at  3 1st  December,  194$  (according 
to  Rato  Book) 

Rateable  Value 

S iju'a  represented  by  one  penny  rate  •••  • 

Perseus  per  acre  (calculated  on  population) 

POPULATION.  The  estimated  population  as  recorded  by  tho  Registrar  Qonoral^ 
shows  that  there  has  been  a  further  slight  decrease  in  the  year.  From 
observations  and  report  it  woulci  seom  tout  the  trend  is  towards  normality 
the  rent  ter  ci  receiving  evacuees  and  wives  and  x&milios  of  servicemen., 
g  >23  not  now  present  the  acute  pro  ole  re  ox  recent  years. 
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Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  uStimatoa  population 

,j  ,}  lt  it  tt  <t  (England  and  V/ciies) 

There-  were  no  still  Births. 

Hale.  Female. 
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Death  Rato  per  1000  of  population  . 
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For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  were  no  deaths  oi  ini  ants  under 
one  year  recorded. 

Deaths  from*  Cancer  (all  ages) . 

Measles  (all  ^ges)  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


1. 


Maternal  Mortality : - 

Under  this  heading  there  were  no  deaths. 

Cai ei  causes  oi  death ; - 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  •  •  • 
Influenza  » •  •  » * »  •  *  • 
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usl  the  like.  The  carriage  used  as  a  converted  vehicle  adapted  ongim.ll;> 
fez-  emergency  war  work.  By  moans  oi  this  the  Urban  nrea  and  its  irnnedi au 
locality  am  served.  The  Council  interested  5  tsolf  in  the  consideration 
oi  the  formation  of  a  joint  ambulance  scheme  with  Neighbouring  authorities 


to  urn  eneent  ox  sending  representatives  holding  a  watching  brief  to  such 


rm.  .Lings.  While  those  representatives  wore  favourably  impressed  the 
Council  were  unable  lo  come  to  any  decision  -nd  this  matter  awaits  lurther 
consideration.  The  County  authority  would  appear  to  have  decidua  that 
all  ambulances  in  choir  aurdr -w-.tv  are,,  must  lim  and  dovetail  into 

>4-  r-  -r  -  .  •  i  bo  that  Mv  this  service  will  bo  a  charg 
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on  tho  County  Hate*  It  can  be  stated  that  tho  County  Health  Department 
approves  cf  the  joint  .ction  taken  to  servo  the  more  industrial  p.arts  of 


the  Eastern  ^cr  eu  oh  the  County. 


BafvTU-L-fi.  Tue  facilities  provided  locally  are  found  in  practice  to  give 
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rr^at  satisfaction.  The  ample  water  supply  and  tho  general  hygienic 


principles  in««rpvrut-d  into  this  building  ary  much  in  advance  of  tho 
average  mortuary  commonly  round  in  such  towns • 


SJCTIOILC  * 

SC  iVT!TGING.  Little  change  has  been  made  in  this  although  an  improvement 
is  shortly  to  tame  place  in  the  repLucemont  of  the  present  horsedrawn  cart 
by  a  i  .a.  r  collector.  The  aim  is  a  weekly  collection  although  in  summer , 
fortnightly  should  be  sufficient.  The  same  tip  is  still  in  use  and  is 
c  ntr oiled .  Dustbins  boing  new  more  plentiful  every  effort  is  being  ion ao 

t,  onforce  the  us.  m:  a  st-uidord  type  by  all  householders.  Frequent 
complaints  h;wo  t  -n  m,i.  r  the  filling  cf  the  bins  with  organic  mutter, 
m  .inly  garden  i.  fuse,  end  fuo  use  of  these  r e-ceptaclos  for  this  not  only 
adds  mac  t.  tre  1-b.jr  -i  collecting  but  also  shortens  the  life  of  tho 

:.s  ccncorned,  despite  the  present  difficulties, 
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mtinum.  under  the  direction  of  the  authority? 
bmrvice  having  ceased  to  participate.  A  weekly 
I'^ueso,  special  collections  are  made.  The 
.  .rvi.-e  :  -  than  covered  by  the  receipts  from  the 
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+  - .  ^  L±  2‘* a t s  in  the  District.  An  arrangement  is  in 
b.u-- .■  i'_r  lui  ns.. :.ctr_n  or  tuu  sawur  outfalls  and  i-ofuso  tip  and  tho 
a au lino  vrth  8.ch  iound  by  that  authority.  Durin,  tho  yoax 
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a  fecial  investigation  of  the  sewage  system  was  carried  out,  in 


addition.  No  major  infestations  have  boon  reported  but  such  small 
outbreaks  as  have  arisen  have  been  adequately  removed.  The  ministry  of 
Food  take  on  the  special  responsibility  of  xoepin^  tin  Central  Slaughter 
House?  and  Buffer  Depot  free  from  any  invasion.  Tin  whole  system  has 
b..en  attended  by  difficulty  in  finding  persons  suitably  trained  for 
this  work.  During  the  course  of  the  Year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
attended  meetings  at  Shrewsbury  where  instruction  has  been  given  in  the 
methods  gi  control  of  rats  and  their  extermination. 


One  case  of  a  bug-infested  house  was  reported  ana  this  Was  dealt 
with  by  stripping  the  walls  and  spraying.  While  no  case  of  Vermin 
infestea  clothing  was  reported  it  may  be  stated  that  the  Town  is 
dependent  on  the  plant  belonging  to  the  local  Public  assistance 
Institution  for  such  cases  and  in  practice  it  has  not  always  been  found 
available  when  required.  It  may  be  that  for  this  service  bettor 


facilities  could  be  arranged  by  joint  action  of  the  Local  Councils  in 
the  area  dno  the  securing  of  a  disinfestation  plant  directly  under  Local 
.-authority  controlj  this  is  receiving  consideration  at  the  moment. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  This  service  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout 
the  twelve  months.  No  shortage  has  been  experienced  and  there  have 
been  nr  serious  breakdowns  in  supply.  The  restricted  storage  facilities 
hav^  remained  unchanged  but  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  01  the  reservoirs.  The  number  of  standpipes  and  the  houses  thus 
supplied  is  unaltered.  Very  few  new  connections  have  been  required. 
Inspections  are  carried  out,  with  regularity  to  guo.ru  against  waste  ana  a 
Service  of  ires  washoring  p£  -  taps  and  ball-cocks  is  given.  This  water 


is  sampled  quarterly  and  reports  of  these  have  been 
addition,  chlorination  is  standard. 


satisfactory.  In 
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SlvIIvu..IlIG  BhTHE .  There  arc  still  no  prospects  cl  those  being  provided. 

>jvr'.y,a:2  /dip  DISPOSAL*  This  service  has  boon  maintained  reasonably  well 
anc:  when  it  is  rememboroa  tho  limitations  of  tho  disposal  worms  this  is 
a  matter  for  congratulation.  Such  stoppages  ana  breakdowns  as  have 
t  c  cur  rod  have  received  attention.  The  Report  of  the  Consultant  dn^.ineer 
,.n  the  recommendations  for  sewage  disposal  and  the  general  scheme  m  the 
Town  is  expected  in  the  coming  years  at  one  time  consideration  was  given 
•o,  the  inclusion  ef  the  neighbouring  village  cf  Edgmond  under  this  but 
this  plan  has  new  been  abandoned.  -t  tho  sewage  worms  uitxiculty  has 
boon  experienced  in  uhe  removal  ef  slau0u  ana  in  its  aryin^s  in  oh  is 
area  given  a  suitable  residue  there  WeUlo  seem  to  be  little  reason  for 
this  with  the  l*nd  th-t  is  available.  In  the  neighbeuriie^a  of  these 
works  the  provision  made  for  waling  with  storm  overflow  has  at  times 
been  .v  or  taxed  ,nd  the  present  means  will  require  to  be  discontinues,  as 
ouwn  as  the  proposed  improvements  have  boon  installed. 

SECTION  D  .  HOUSING . 

The  Council  eiu  not  auupt  suggestions  for  the  builming  of  temporary 
he uses  as  it  was  felt  mere  substantial  hemes  were  required.  Ox  the 
permanent  homos  plans  have  been  passo^  for  the  buileing  of  26  UuUoeo  ana 
8  flats  cn  the  Victoria  Park  Site.  This  is  part  of  a  scheme  cf  sixty 
dwellings.  The  Council  has  given  much  consideration  to  the  structure 
aim.  amenities  of  these  homvs  and  much  is  expected  cf  them.  In  aociti' 
tentative  plannii^  includes  groups  of  houses  in  the  Vineyard  and  -xuuloy 
Roads  a  ej  a  cent  to  Stuff  era  ko^u  aim,  it  is  hopes  that  private  enterprise 
will  be  induced  to  build  in  the  .-vvenue  Ream  area.  In  all  there  are  some 
1^0  applicants  on  the  housing  lists  these  are  without  acmes  out  net 
included  in  this  list  are  the  persons,  at  the  moment,  living  un„.er 
overcrowed  conditions  and  also  such  as  may  be  displaced  by  slum  clearance 


o 


cr  from  properties  passed  for  demolition 


So  far  as  repairing  existing 


property  this,  on  Council  Estates,  has  boon  able  to  bo  ofioctuu.  by  direct 
labour  but  on  private  site©  little  has  been  cone.  During  the  Year  no 
homos  have  been  .declared  unfit  and  no  reconditioning  has  been  carried  out 
The  Council  estate  at  Broomfield  Ke<d  h.s  b^.n  constantly  unaor  review 
throughout  the  Year  and  in  is  now  fully  appreciated  that  to  secure  the 
bust  results  on  sucxx  housing  manager /ent  not  only  must  the  original 
structure  be  provided  to  give  the  maximum  durability  out  also  that 
mainteiianc e  be  cari  ieo.  out  v/ioxi  promptitude.  ly  tc.ioixig  tixeSe  ecus ur e s 
to  avoiedelapioatiens  discouragement  is  given  to  that  class  of  tenant 
which  requires  *^nly  example  So  tune  seep’S  ox.  further  such  aocay. 

Few  cases  of  caravan  dweilors  have  been  reported  but  such  as  have 
come  to  notice  have  been  supervised. 
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UUi  .ilD  D.^IHXJS .  No  change  has  taken  place*  in  the  Register  of  special 
designation  or  ordinary  pim^ucers.  The  farms  ana  retailors  are 
inspected  regularly.  There  is  no  uo ubt  out  that  several  ox  these  icrm<«r 
require  to  raise  the  standard  of  tfcu-ir  cowhouses  and  dairies.  It  has 
been  difficult  t  secure  roemditi  vning  and  repairs  in  the  past  few 
years  but  with  tho  easing  of  builaing  supplies  the  Council  must  ins  is  t 
or*  a  much  hi.  her  standard  for  such  premises.  In  collaboration  with  the 
County  kuaical  Ox x ic er  a  scrips  >.-x  rules  ana  r ^^ulati^ns  as  to  r o q uir  emont 
has  Ouu-n  prop.-u'uo  >~.no  sucx*  sxiwu.k~  bw  ado  a  l.iiXx.1  Cxj  ■*..  wioxx^ut  *  ui 
any  hardship  t-  the  owners. 


J.’vj — iXfci. 


,T  dJD  0TH3R  FOODS .  The  Town  continues  to  be  the  contra  idr  sluughtor- 


ing  and  distribution  for  this  and  u.gucent  parts  of  the  County,  extending 
.am.  including  thu  Villa__  ^  of  Shifnal.  This  service  has  been  controlled 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  curing  the  emergency  porid  but  n^w  ho  feels 


that  some 


Uitn  this  end  in  view  a 


assistance  should  he  given  him. 
recommendation  has  been  affirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  ether 


■authorities  benefiting  from  the  loca! 

i  servic 

e  should  parti cipa 

liCJnten  the  worm  of  the  Local  Office] 

able  to  be  arranged  at  an  early  date 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of 

a,nc  c w n^i eJuiiio an^u  corniw^catee*  — 

other  foodstuffs  brought 

Fish  . . . 

•  •  ♦ 

71  lbs. 

Pork  Trimming 

S  9  #  • 

100  lbs. 

Chopped  Beef 

»  •  • 

97  lbs. 

Tins  (meat) 

•  •  • 

269. 

Tins  (milk) 

•  •  # 

3. 

Tins  (Fish}’ 

•  •  • 

15. 

Tins  (veg) 

•  If 

47. 

Tins  (jam) 

#  ♦  • 

8. 

Bac  on  •  * • 

•  •  • 

14  lbs. 

Che  e  s  e  •  •  ♦ 

•  If 

33&  lbs. 

Raisins  ... 

I  •  I 

30  lbs. 

Pr  une  s  ... 

•  •  0 

25  lbs. 

Dates  . . . 

•  •  • 

70  lbs. 

Sultanas  • . • 

Ilf 

60  lbs. 

PotaLoes  ... 

•  f  • 

3  cwts. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


F?  ovale  nee  ef  &nu  central  ever  Infectious  ana  iELlieu  Diseases . 
The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  curing  the  year  together  with  the  number  cf  deaths  from  such:- 


Disease. 


Cases  notified. 


Deaths .. 


be^raet  Fever 
Who oping  Cough 
x.eas  les 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


mi- 

5- 

64. 

26. 

5. 

3. 


1944, 

7. 

33. 

2. 

7. 

1. 


1. 


There  was  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria. 

Incidence  of  disease  in  the  various  ape  groups , 
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Scarlet  Fever 
hale  Female 


Whooping  Cough 


Measles 


0. 
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1. 


1. 

1. 


Male 

2. 

6. 

5. 

13. 

1. 


Female 

1. 

4. 

5- 

20. 

5. 

1. 

1. 


Male 


b  • 
6  • 


Female , 

2. 

4. 

1. 

7. 


Years. 


?■ 

15' 

45, 


Pneumonia 
Male  Female 


1. 

1. 


1. 

1. 

1. 


SC4BIE3.  The  number  of  cases  of  this  complaint  treated  at  the  Newport 
Centre  was  170  ana  of  this  22  originated  in  the  District. 

This  service  is  still  being  continued  until  it  can  be  felt  that  any 
conger* of  spread  has  passed.  With  the  betterment  of  housing  and  the 
relief  from  overcrowding  this  time  should  be  net  tec  far  distant. 
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ni  anther  ia  Immunisation.  She  «nnual  Return  submitted  tc  tho  lams  try  o* 
Health  ter  tne  Period  ending  31st  Dccasfcor,  19*5,  was  as  follows «- 


xigO  OV  eiX1  1  year 
and  Linear  5* 


5  years  ana 
over  but 
unuor  15  • 


Total 


Total  number  immunised 
Total  Population. 
Percentage  protected. 


80  • 
371. 
50% 


1. 

529. 

72% 


81. 

90G. 


Cnangos  have  boon  made  in  tb  forms  of  returns  to  tho  Ministry.  Biannuall 
e,tais  treated  in  specified  six  monthly  periods  arc  submitted  but  no 
account  is  town  in  those  of  the  relationship  to  child  population.  In 
aOuiticn  a  total  computation  of  the  numuers  in  the  District  protectee  as 
submitted  annually.  The  above  table  gives  a  brief  resume  of  this  latter 
form  but  the  percentage  estimation  has  oeen  adoed.  ihe  County  authority 
continues  to  administer  tho  clinical  aspects  of  this  v.orn  and,  p-riedi 
cally,  make  card  returns  for  each  child  immunised.  These  cards  are  file< 
iceaxi-y  one  this  adoption  of  a  card-index  system  should  simplify  future 
annual  returns.  The  Local  authority  is  responsible  for  all  statistical 

work  in  this  connection. 

RTJBURCULOS IS_.  The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  Register  at  31st 
December  1945  and  the  comparative  figures  for  1944  and  1943  are  as 

follows  2- 


n,,loq  Fomalos 

Pulmonary  '  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmcnary 


Total 


1945 

1944 

1943 


9 

9 

10 


12 

12 

11 


I 

6 


23 

23 

23 


49 

52 

50 


Pulmonary 


Now  Casos. 


H  cn-Pulm  onar  y 


Total 


2 


nil. 


2 


o 


I  I 


i 

> . 


Death  Re. to  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
per  1000  population  , 


Hevvport 

.85 


Ting  land  &  \/u  j 

.47  * 


Death  Rate  from  Ncn-Pulmonary  ' 

Tuberculosis  per  1000  population  -  .^9 

Total  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  *85  _  *56 

Total  Deaths  3  (1  male  and  2  females)  all  iron  Pulmonary  Tuberculos 

) 

tble  shewing  ago  incidence  in  new  Ceases  and  in  mortality: 


m  - 
id 


New  Cases. 
Respiratory 
Male  Female 

1. 


Deaths . 
respiratory 
male  Female 


2 


1. 


Years 

25-35 

35.45 

45-55 

55-65 

C^J-TCISR.  The  number  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  in  19^5  was  2  (both  males) 
Death  Rate  per  1000000  population  living  569. 


1. 


ingland  .and  Me 

1699. 
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2 1st  July, 


1946 
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